
TOWN OF STAMFORD 
SELECTBOARD MEETING 

November 21, 2019 
(UNAPPROVED) 

 
Present: Selectboard:  Nancy L. Bushika, Chair, Michael G. Denault, and Christopher Warren. 
 Daniel J. Potvin and Carol A. Fachini were not present. 
 Visitors:  Paul Dupuis. 
 Lisa Wright from Wright Appraisals. 
 Chris Lynch from Matrix Design Group. 
 Sally Bohl and Eunice Rice, Assessor Clerks. 
 Luke McKay, Dog Officer. 
 William Levine, Emergency Management Director. 
 Lori Shepard, Selectboard Secretary. 
 
Nancy Bushika called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., opened with the pledge of allegiance, welcomed everyone, 
and read a statement with procedural rules for the meeting.  There were no additions or changes made to the 
agenda or its order. 
 
WRIGHT APPRAISALS 
Lisa Wright discussed the upcoming reappraisal and assessor work with the board.  She recommended the town 
look into the NEMRC cloud software which will save money if she can access our grand list from home and answer 
questions instead of driving down each time.  She highly recommended the town consider obtaining tax maps and 
said she usually doesn’t work with towns that don’t have tax maps.  She said there are always discrepancies with 
data when a town converts to tax maps for the first time.  We just need to take the time to reconcile the 
differences and she suggested offering a public review to involve taxpayers in resolving acreage differences.  The 
Selectboard has not been convinced there is a significant value in adopting tax maps.   Lisa Wright said having a 
visual of the property is very important when appraising.  She said the state is sending mixed signals by 
recommending the first step to a good appraisal is updating your tax maps, while on the other hand they are 
ordering us to reappraise without tax maps.  She will speak to the state to see if they will allow the town time to 
obtain the tax maps and go through the reconciliation process. 
 
HIGH SPEED INTERNET PROPOSAL 
Chris Lynch provided the board with a written proposal for Stamford to install a high speed internet network.  His 
company would invest approximately $1.3 million in the project.  The town would be responsible for securing the 
telephone pole rights-of-way which would cost about $545,000.00. The Vermont Economic Development Authority 
(VEDA) could finance the town’s portion with a 10% deposit, which would essential reduce the town’s share to 
about $55,000.00.  His company could work with us whether we choose to move forward individually or as part of a 
Communication Union District (CUD), but organizing a CUD would delay the project.  He would need a 2 year 
commitment from 170 subscribers before beginning work.  The subscriber cost would be $95.00/month for 50 
Mbps symmetrical or $135.00/month for 100 Mbps symmetrical.  They offer VoIP for an additional $10.00/month 
and a disadvantaged student tier of 25 Mbps for $45.00/month.  He suggested that the loan through VEDA could be 
paid for by adding a $10.00 monthly charge to each subscriber’s bill.  He contacted Rep. Laura Sibilia and there are 
also grants available through the Vermont Connectivity Initiative.  After three years the town could purchase the 
fiber network and the buyout price would be reduced each year for the next 17 years.  The town could still hire 
them to maintain and operate the network.  He feels it could be a moneymaker for the town.  Chris Lynch 
suggested we look into the VEDA loans and connectivity grants and prepare to bring the matter to the voters for a 
town vote if we are interested. 
 
DELINQUENT TAX UPDATE 
Sally Bohl stated that she has collected all but $2,200.00 in delinquent taxes.  She is down to five property owners. 
 
 
 



 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCENTIVE 
Paul Dupuis is very concerned about the slow reduction in the Fire Department roster.  Fire Departments are seeing 
a decrease in volunteers across the region.  He asked the board to consider offering some sort of compensation for 
the firefighters who volunteer.  Since we have members from Massachusetts, it wouldn’t help to offer a break on 
property taxes.  He thought if compensation inspired another three or four younger volunteers, it could make a 
difference.  Mike Denault suggested soliciting young members who might join if they were approached and invited.  
The level of education and training that is required is different than it used to be.  Mike Denault suggested forming 
a committee to look at the problem, see what other towns are doing, and discuss how we can bolster the roster.  
Anyone interested in serving on the Fire Department roster committee should contact the town office, a 
Selectboard member or Paul Dupuis. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes will be approved at the next meeting. 
 
SELECTBOARD ORDERS 
The Selectboard reviewed and approved the following orders: 
 WARRANT #47  $    7,230.17   payroll  
 WARRANT #48  $  19,679.20   accounts payable 
 
ROAD  CONDITIONS 
Dave Tatro is not here to provide an update due to a death in the family and the Selectboard offered their 
condolences. 
 
RECYCLING 
Nothing to report. 
 
DOG UPDATE 
1.  Luke McKay provided an update on the abused dog from Alpenwald that was euthanized last month.  The 
Vermont State Police (VSP) initially charged the dog owner with animal cruelty and neglect and the town could have 
been reimbursed for its costs when the judgment was issued.  Unfortunately due to the mental state of the dog 
owner, the VSP are dropping all charges and the town will not be reimbursed for its damages. 
2.  At the last Selectboard meeting, the board agreed to re-home the Chihuahua that was dropped off to Luke 
McKay on October 25, 2019.  The woman who originally wanted the dog never returned his calls and Luke McKay 
contacted the next on the list.  The dog lunged and bit the person when they went in slowly to greet the dog.  
According to the town’s Dog [and Wolf Hybrid] Ordinance, Luke McKay was required to quarantine the dog for 
another ten days.  Luke McKay is concerned about re-homing the dog due to its aggression and the liability to the 
town.  When he brought the dog to the vet for an exam and rabies shot, the staff had to use bite gloves to work 
with the dog.  The Berkshire Humane Society said if the dog shows any signs of aggression when dropped off, they 
will not accept it and the Second Chance Animal Hospital does not have room for it.  Luke McKay does not want to 
see anyone else get bitten.  He believes the dog is not adoptable due to its overly aggressive nature and 
recommends the dog be humanely euthanized.  Mike Denault felt the board hired the Dog Officer and they need to 
rely on his expertise.  He has been around the dog and is most knowledgeable about the dog’s disposition. The 
board reviewed the Dog [and Wolf Hybrid] Ordinance and considered adopting the dog if the new owner was 
willing to sign a waiver acknowledging the dog’s aggression.  Mike Denault felt the Dog Officer should have his own 
budget and should be able to spend funds on necessities without having to come to the board each time.  He 
should also have the authority to make decisions concerning dog care in accordance with our ordinance.  Since the 
wording is ambiguous, they recommended Luke McKay contact the state for direction concerning whether the dog 
must be re-homed and the liability to the town. 
MOTION by Chris Warren that if the state says the decision is up to us, to dispose of the dog in a humane way based 
on the belief that the dog is not adoptable due to its aggression.  If the state says we must re-home the dog, then 
the new dog owner should sign a waiver.  SECONDED by Mike Denault.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED. 



 

 

 
 
REVIEW DOG [AND WOLF HYBRID] ORDINANCE 
The board will discuss the ordinance at the next meeting. 
 
GREEN MOUNTAIN POWER STREET LIGHT 
Jane Sullivan is not in favor of a streetlight at the intersection of Jepson Road and Boulger Road.  She prefers dark 
for sleeping and feels the lights of an oncoming car is much easier to see at night without a streetlight.  The board 
decided not to install a new light at the intersection. 
 
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY 
The ceremony has been rescheduled for Monday, November 25, 2019 at 5 p.m. 
 
FEMA GRANT TO UPDATE LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN 
It is time for the town to update the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Bill Levine noted that this plan counts toward 
the percentage of reimbursement available from FEMA after an emergency.  The town was awarded a grant of 
$7,612.50 with a 25% match of $2,537.50 for a total project cost of $10,150.00.  FEMA now requires towns to send 
Request for Proposals to contractors who will update the plan instead of automatically hiring the BCRC.  Nancy 
Bushika spoke with Michael Batcher from BCRC who recommended we contact Stephanie Smith at Vermont 
Emergency Management for assistance. 
 
MAPPING PROGRAM 
Cartographic Technologies is finished with their mapping.  Susan Boswell reviewed the discrepancies found by the 
town last week and another telephone conference is scheduled to review more discrepancies.  The board discussed 
buying tax maps as recommended by the appraiser.  If we hired this firm, she might be willing to spend more time 
with the town reviewing and correcting discrepancies as they are discovered.  She has asked the town to sign off, 
indicating that we’ve had three weeks to review the data and make changes and to the best of the Selectboard’s 
ability, the data looks acceptable.  The Selectboard chose not to sign off since we are still working with the mapper 
on some changes. 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
1.  Bill Levine chose the Level 2 Service option and signed the Kinsley Power Systems proposal for annual service of 
the generator. 
2.  Nancy Bushika acknowledged a very well-written email from Paul Ethier to Rep. Laura Sibilia concerning poor 
response times by the VSP and the Agency of Transportation and the lack of proper winter maintenance on the 
state highway.  A meeting has been scheduled to address the issues with the fire department, Brian Campion, Laura 
Sibilia, state police and AOT representatives. 
3.  Mike Denault noted that the Bennington County Sheriffs do not have access to our radio channels to respond to 
emergencies when in town.  Bill Levine said they need to have our frequency programmed into the sheriff’s radios.   
Mike Denault asked if the town should mandate that the sheriffs have our frequency if they are going to provide 
service to our town. 
 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION RESIGNATION 
The Selectboard accepted the resignation of Pat Sullivan from the Conservation Commission with regret and 
thanked her for her service. 
 
TOWN ATTORNEY/SCHOOL OWNERSHIP/AUTHORITY 
The School Directors were given a copy of the attorney’s opinion.  They would like to wait until after budget season 
to meet with the Selectboard and discuss it.  Nancy Bushika agreed and thought February might be a good time. 
 
 



 

 

BUDGET MEETINGS 
The board planned an executive session to review salaries for next year at the next meeting. 
 
ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT TRAINING 
As much as Nancy Bushika would like to attend the training, she feels Montpelier is too far to travel.  Perhaps they 
will provide copies of the training paperwork for those unable to attend. 
 
MOTION by Nancy Bushika to adjourn.  SECONDED by Chris Warren.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
       Nancy L. Bushika  
       Clerk pro tem 
NLB/las 
 

REMINDERS 
 
1.  Anyone interested in serving on the Fire Department roster committee should contact the town office, a 
Selectboard member or Paul Dupuis. 
 
2.  New recycling punch cards for use beginning November 1, 2019 are available at the town office. 
 
3.  Tax bills have been mailed and are due in hand by 8 p.m. on Thursday, November 21, 2019.  By town vote, 
postmarks will not be accepted.  Any unpaid tax will be subject to a one-time 8% penalty and 1% interest per month 
for the first 3 months and 1.5% interest per month thereafter until paid. 
 
4.  Please visit the town’s new official website:  townofstamfordvermont.org. 
 
5.  The town clerk’s office hours are:  Monday:  closed; Tuesday:  8 a.m. to 12 p.m.; Wednesday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.; 
Thursday 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.; and Friday:  8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 


